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The insider
Club Med Sahoro winter discounts 
Looking for a ski vacation? Club Med Sahoro 
in Hokkaido is offering S$400 off per adult 
and S$200 off per child when you book its 
All-Inclusive Snow Package. Prices start from 
S$1,700 for adults for a minimum five-night 
stay, and S$1,075 for children. The package 
includes meals and other non-ski activities 
such as gym usage and Japanese hot bath. Book 
by Dec 31 to enjoy the offer. Travel validity 
ends March 31, 2012.

Bangkok’s Oakwood service 
apartments for less
Have your DBS credit card handy when 
visiting Bangkok to enjoy a 2+1 promotion 
at all four of Oakwood service apartments 
in the city. You receive one complimentary 

Win Business Class flights to Europe
Lufthansa is launching its A380 flights from 
Singapore to Europe and is giving away a pair 
of Business Class tickets to Europe. Just be one 
of 10 finalists to take part in a Scavenger Hunt 
in Changi Airport for a shot at winning them. 
Visit Facebook and “Like” either the Lufthansa 
fan page (www.facebook.com/lufthansa) or 
the Changi Airport fan page (www.facebook.
com/fansofchangi). Next, click on the “A380 
Competition” to upload a photo of a European 
destination you would like to visit, and write 
a caption on why you would like to go there. 
Contest ends Oct 24.

Travel deals and steals

Club Med Sahoro

night for every two nights paid, based on the 
best available rate for any room category in 
Oakwood Residence Sukhumvit 24, Oakwood 
Apartments Sukhumvit 18, Oakwood Residence 
Sukhumvit Thonglor and Oakwood Residence 
Garden Towers Bangna. Promotion available for 
overnight or long-term stays, and ends Dec 31. 
For reservations, visit www.oakwoodasia.com and 
type in the special code “DBS”.

Land of 
the brave

If that was divine, “hell” was at Osore-
zan (Mount Fear), one of Japan’s most 
sacred sites. With its unearthly landscape 
of craggy rocks and bubbling sulphur 
pits, it’s said to be the gateway to hell, 
according to popular mythology.

While travel in the Fukushima 
prefecture has been certified safe outside 
an 80km radius of the Fukushima Dai-ichi 
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nuclear plant, it’s still an area where hardly 
any dare to venture. But I found the town 
of Aizuwakamatsu extremely fascinating, 
especially with the reconstructed Tsuragajo 
Castle. Another stop worth checking out is 
Ouchi Jyuku, a once-important post station 
town whose traditional thatched buildings 
remain almost exactly as they were before 
the Meiji restoration. 

And Fukushima’s beauty has remained 
intact. Bandai-Asahi National Park is a 
delightful lake district formed around 
the stratovolcano of Mount Bandai. 
Surrounded by abundant woodlands, the 
entrance is fittingly dubbed “Tenkyo-ko” 
(Heaven’s Mirror Lake) and a favourite 
of both migratory birds and their equally 
itinerant human counterparts. The serene, 
almost magical surroundings is an inspiring 
and moving sight in light of what has 
happened. 

Travelling through the region can 
be an emotionally charged experience, 
but it’s also hard to fight off a dawning 
realisation that Tohoku and its people are 

still standing bravely. 
Rather than forget the events 

ever happened, Tohoku’s inhabitants 
are determined to soldier on by being 
vibrantly alive and regaining what they’ve 
lost. As embodied by the myriad of local 
souvenirs proudly emblazoned with the 
words “Ganbare Tohoku!” (“Hang in there, 
Tohoku!”), that fierce will to keep going, 

more than anything else, is likely to be the 
biggest keepsake one will take away from 
a sojourn in the region.
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Onsen in Akita.

Samurai house district in Kakunodate, Akita.

  


